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eagle, beyond their control and likely to act with originality
which would be embarrassing to them. There was also res-
entment because King Edward was not given the normal
constitutional advice to try to form an alternative adminis-
tration, which would carry out his wishes, when the Cabinet
ultimately refused to pass legislation permitting him to marry
Mrs. Simpson and at the same time deprive her of the privi-
leges of being his Queen Consort.
When the documents prepared during this time are made
available to some future historian, justice will doubtless be
done to both the King and his Ministers. In the meantime,
until this fuller evidence is made available, it must be re-
membered that if Mr. Baldwin and his colleagues failed to
observe the ethics of the Constitution, they also carried the
country through the greatest drama concerning the authority
of the monarch since the time of James II. King Edward was
a distraught, unreasonable man, during the days before his
abdication, and negotiations with the Cabinet would have
been impossible. The outcome of the crisis was dependent
upon the character of the individuals concerned. Mr. Bald-
win was always at his best when he was given a stimulus from
outside himself; and in the opinion of his champions, he car-
ried off the negotiations with patience and understanding,
saving the country from violent disruption and his Sovereign
from as much pain as possible.
The first interview between the King and Mr. Baldwin
was the result of a request made by the Prime Minister to
the Sovereign's private secretary. Mr. Baldwin said, later,
"This is the first and only occasion on which I was the one
who asked for an interview—that I desired to see him, that
the matter was urgent." The Prime Minister saw the King
on October 20. In recalling the interviews which he had on
this day, and others that followed, Mr. Baldwin spoke of
the King's manner. "Never has he shown any sign of offence,
of being hurt at anything I have said to him. The whole of
our discussions have been carried out, as I have said, with
an increase, if possible, of that mutual respect and regard in

